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“ Teaching Learners How to "Take" a Lesson *

| would like to thank all the officers and members of JASTEC for inviting me to give a
presentation at the conference. Childhood education is not my area of expertise, so it
was interesting to meet so many experienced teachers and presenters. | decided to
change the topic of my presentation based on what | saw in the morning sessions, and |
was happy to hear that so many of you found it useful.

The key point | was trying to make is that pronunciation is important because it affects
your listening ability. English and Japanese have completely different sound systems,



and it is important that children get used to the English system right from the beginning
of their studies. Using "katakana" might make things easier in the short term, but it will
not help with long-term acquisition. It may even have a negative effect. | hope you will all
remember that you do not need to have perfect English pronunciation in order to teach it.
As long as you show an awareness of stress timing, word linking, and the "schwa" sound,
you will be able to give your students an excellent start in their English learning careers.
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